i24          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
is a wealth of pedagogy in the phrase), and the town from
which each girl comes. The whole concludes with a pata-
graph that shows a singular clearness of aim: " Sorae
matters might have been cut out of this programme, the
time having been too short to allow of their being taught
to the children. Nevertheless, they are left in to meet the
wishes of the parents who have desired to see the detailed
plan of studies of this house. "We have also had many
inquiries as to the method followed in this school, whereby
even abstract subjects are rendered easy and agreeable to
the children. We should have been glad to satisfy this
desire had it been possible to make it the matter of a pro-
gramme. It may, however, be enough to state that we
try to unite the useful with the agreeable. We aim at
instructing while amusing our children ; that is to say we
have adopted the method so much admired by Racine at
St. Cyr."*
With the aid of this document, of traditions faithfully
handed on, of biographies, letters, and old chronicles, it is
not very difficult to reconstruct the day of the little girl
whom we have left sitting at her desk awaiting the signal
for the day's work to begin.
There are five classes in 1805, the first being the highest
As the school grows, the number will rise to eight or ten;
and above the first class will be formed la classe superimn
whose status may be compared to that of the Philosophers in
1 An account of these open days and of the school is given in the Atmwnre du
"Dlpertmmt de la Sommc for 1806. There it is said: ** On trouve r&inis dans cet
utile 6tablissement les avantages precieux qu'oflraient a Fadmiration pubKquc les
maisons illustres de Saint-Cyr et de 1'Enfant Je"sus de Paris. A leur exemple ces
respectables Institutrices pkcent dans k religion et les mceurs le point capital de
l"e*ducation, Comme les Dames de Saint-Cyr elles travaillent a dormer a Tinstfuc-
tion de leurs elfcves, toute k perfection dont elles sont susceptibles, et a leur faire
contracter ces manieres pleines de noblesse et de graces qui font Tappui des bonnes
raceurs."